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U . S. I NFORMATI O N AGEN C Y 
REGI O NAL S ER V I C E C ENTER 
I I 
l, 
Ja nu ary 25, 1968 
John Allen Chalk 
// 
THE FOR EIGN SF.RVICE 
o r IHL 
UNIT ED STATES OF AMER ICA 
r/ 
/ 
Highland Chu · ch of Chrl st 
South Fifth and Hi ghland Sts. 
Abilene, Texas 79004 
Dear John Allen: 
AMER ICAN EMBASSY 
BIEIRUT . LEBANON 
I've been reading all about you in the Arabic-language Beirut newsµ,.r,ers 
recently o Let I s see. Itx says Wally Bullington finally gave up on Frank 
Cawyer and sold out to ACCo It says Frank Cawyer finally gave up on the 
brethren and got married. It says John Allen Chalk has giv en up completely 
on everybody am everything and is going to Vietnamt Good grief. What is 
goi ng on in Abilene? (Really I didn't react all of that here ••• I have an 
inside line that you probably r ealize - - the Cobbs.) 
Any,..ay they said t~y enj oy ed their quick trip to Abilene, and in visiting 
with youo Wish we could have a nice quiet visit, al though for the life of 
me I can't ever remember us having a nice quiet visit anytime . Ail I 
remember when I think about you, is this wild ride over the hill sof Tennessee 
s ome years back -- trying to twist some of the elders' anns i nto the idea 
of a regional edition of the Chronicle. (Also I remember ferrying a car for 
you from Nashville to Memphis, and eating supper with Sue in the hospital 
dining room. Things like that.) 
My real purpose for writing this letter is not to wax sentimental b ut to 
suggest that you go home fro '" Vietnam via Lebanont That may sound wild 
but there may be sooie validity to it -- if the elders, for instance, woold 
want yo u to stop off in Spain, ~witzerlarrl or other spots 01· concern to 
the Hi ghlarrl congrega ti.on. 
John Allen, you certaimly would be welcome here. You could stay wit h us 
(we would hop e for several days} a nd really give you some good sightseeing 
or acything you would wanto I would ask you to come to the Middle East 
.. ~ible v' orkshop, but it isn 1 t s ched 1:led until mid-A pri l, and I'm ai're i d that 
(
would be stretchin g your trip too long. I would be inter, -sting in knowing 
t~ actual extra. expense of flying home this way from Vietnam, as op posed 
to going directly back eastward. 
Anyway I can try can't I? 
Want to be the celebrity? 
Nobody and I mean nobody has been to see us yet. 
Come. 
Regards to all, espe c i ally Clois and Betty. (I know your trip to Vietnam 
1,d.ll be a valuable one to you. Goct b.less you.) 
Rega rds. 
j a ~ 
